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/ TO THE 


Rev Mr. Whitefield. 


DESIGNED 
: o correct his Miſtaken Account of 
Regeneration, or the Mew Birth. 
| WRITTEN 
| Before his Departure from LONDON; 
THEN 
| Laid afide for ſome private Reaſons; 
23 And now Publiſhed 


To prevent his doing Miſchief among the Gain 
_ upon his Return from GzoR GIA, 


WIT H A 


Pauevious LETTER, 
Addreſſed to the 
RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 


The BE EDITION. 


Y TRISTRAM LAND, M. 4. 
Late Fellow, of Clare-Hall in Cambridge, Curate of St. Fames's 
| Garlichhith, and Lecturer of the United Pariſhes of 

St. Anthony, and St. Fohn Baptiſt. 
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Printed for J. RomBta Ts, near the Oxford- Arms in 
9 Warwick-Lanc, 1739. 3 Six - Pence. 


TO THE 
Religious Societies. 


GENTLEME N, | 
HE following Letter was 
written by me when I had 
ſome. Opinion of Mr. V hitefields 
Piety, and ſeemingly upright Inten- 
tions, but at a Time when I was 
much more fully perſwaded (not- 
withſtanding the great Succeſs he ſo 
much boaſts of) he had been doing 
no little Miſchief among many of 
you. 5 | 
It was then immediately ſent 

(one Part excepted) to the Author of 


the HYeehly 12 a good while 


before Mr. M hiteſield's Departure 
from London, but, for Reaſons ap- 


B proved 
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Lads. 
proved by the Fudicious Mr. Hooker, 


aid aſide at that Juncture as ins- 
ber to be printed. 


I aflure you, and every other Rea- 
der, that having never been Fond of 
appearing in Publick, I was very 
well ſatisfied with his Determi- 
nation. 

The true Reaſon of en 
abroad now, (when it may be judged 
more improper, ) is to caution ſome 
People among ourſelves, of weak 
"Heads, but I hope Bonet Hearts, 
againſt a -Perſon who, upon his Re- 
turn among us, is very likely to miſ- 
lead them, if not timely prevented; 
"whoſe paſt Conduct has diſcovered, 
Bow Loôſe his Sentiments are about 
Church Communion in general, and 
Writings ſhew, how far he has de- 
parted in Doctrine from the Church 
of England in particular. 3 
For As I was at firſt ready to 
"think, (when I faw many among 
you blowing 1 his Character to an 
undue 
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undue Size, and greatly deceiv'd by 


his Appearances of extraordinary. 
Sanctity and Labours,) So ſtill I re- 
main of the ſame Opinion; That If 
You and the Reſt of our Communion 
were once thoroughly. convinced, 
that (notwithſtanding all Pretences,) 
this Gentleman had maintained, an 

preached Do&#rines contrary to thoſe 
embraced by our Holy Mother, and 
founded upon the | ; How- 


ever Some giddy Folks (Who are 


given to change) might run after him, 
or Some Others think fit to feed their 
Curioſity, Vet the moſt ſenſible Part 
of you, and All the diſcreet and ſound 


Members of the Church of England, 


wou'd ſoon diſcountenance 1 — 


Aſuming Moveliſt, and reſolve, ac- 


cording to St. Johns Direction in 


ſuch like Caſes, nat to receive bim 
into their Houſes, nor bid bim God 


ſpeed. 


Having this Opportunity, I take 
the Liberty alſo to caution yon 
BY: againſt 


(4) 

againſt ſome other Gentlemen about 
the Town of a like Enthuftaſtical 
Ca, and the fame new Sect with 
Mr. Whitefield ; Whoſe indecent Be- 
haviour towards the Eſtabliſhed 
Clergy at their private Meetings, 
comes too well atteſted not to find 
Credit among Us, and ho are ſaid 
to have unanimouſly agreed with 
their Partner in his rude and unjuſt 
Cenſures, before they were printed. 

By the following Marks, when 
They come in your way, you may 
eaſily diſtinguiſh them. 
They are like Vain Perſons who 
think themſelves Hand/ome, apt to 
deſpiſe Others, Looking upon T hem- 
ſelves as exquiſite Pictures of Holi- 
neſs ; They (forſooth) wou'd have you 
eſteem Them as Patterns of Piety, 
and Filled with the Bleſſed Spirit, 
whilſt they repreſent Us as Dumb 


Dogs, Profane, and Carnally minded; 


We They tell you, with great reve- 
rence, know no more of the Goſpel than 
Mahonet, 


(5) 


Mahomet, whilſt They are intimately 


: acquainted with "i true Spiritual 
Senſe of the Scriptures ; They are ſaid 


to tell their Diſciples that Cori muſt 


be formed in them by the Holy Ghoſt, 


as he was in the Womb of SJ Vir 


gin Mary; and accordingly to ask 
them, u Chriſt be already 


formed in their Bodies; They ſome- 
times pray, that GOD wou'd. — 
ſafe to pour down the Gift of the 
Holy Ghojt upon ſome One preſent 
at their private Meetings ; They talk 
much of the Pangs of ing New 
Birth, their inward Feelings, Ex- 
periences, and Spiritual Miracles, 
c. &c. In ſhort, their Faith, (which 
they often mention) You wil find 
an ill- grounded Aſſurance ; their 
Hope, an unwarrantable P reſump- 
tion; and their Charity (as I ſaid) 
Cenforiouſueſs, and a Contempt of 
their Brethren of difterent Sentiments. 

Theſe Young Ruacks in Divinity, 
Who are Running about the City and 

| Taking 


(6) 


Taking great Pains to diſtract the 


Common-People, Breaking the Peace 
and Unity of our excellent Church, I 


fay, I wou'd have you beware of; 
Becauſe They create Diviſions and 
Offences contrary to the Doctrine 
which you have learned, and yet by 
good Words and fair Speeches, in 
fact, have deceived the Hearts of the 


affected Humility, are continually 
venarng their Pills and Potions, and 
have already done much Injury to 
ſome well meaning Patients. 

Of this Sort are They, Who 
exactly anſwer. St. Paul's Deſcrip- 
tion, in creeping into Houſes, Who 
lead Captive filly Women, ever learn- 
ing and never able to come 10 the 
Knowledge of the Truth, Which don't 
endure found Doctrine, but heap 10 


themſelves Teachers, having itching 


Ears, Which having turned away 
their Ears from the Truth are turn- 
ed umu Fable. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Simple; Who under the Garb of an 
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GENTLEMEN, 507 
1 am a hearty Well-wiſher to 
your general Dehgns of unfeigned 
Piety and Charity; Which if Mr. 
* TWhitefeld and hi Parey had been 
| willing to promote, without Inmoua- 
tions in Doctrine, You | may be ſure 
They wou'd never have met with 
the leaſt Oppoſition from any pod 

"Chriſtians or Chri ſtiam Clerg men. 
Inſtead then of attending to Then 
and their whimfical: Notions, I hope 
You will invariably obſerve the ex- 
cellent Rules laid down for your 
Conduct at your original Inſtitution, 
and Dean Stanbope's uſeful Hints to 

you upon another Occaſion. 
In doing ſo, Vou will certainly, 
under:Gop, be greatly Aſſiſting in 
: carrying on the Cauſe of true Neli- 
gion, and the Intereſts of our Cam- 
muniom : But if You encourage m 
fangled Doctrinet, or Practises, the 
Chureh of Engia 


nd has ever been a 
anger to, (to whoſe Service hither- 


.to 


(8) 
to You have always thought it your 
Glory and higheft Honour to be de- 
voted,) I muſt forewarn you, our 
ſincere Friends will then be Jealous 
and quickly grow Weary of you, and 
you may reaſonably expect the Cen- 
ſure of your Superiors: For I muſt 
needs ſay, Conſidering the Religious 
Sentiments and Political Principles 
of ſome of the chief Leaders of theſe 
Methodifts, It may concern out 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Governors 
carefully to watch your Behaviour, 
left in the End you ſhould be art- 
fully led into fatal Miſtakes, and De- 
ſigns deſtructive of both Parts of 
our Conſtitution. 
Before I put an End to this Letter, 
80 me Leave to mention an arti- 
ficial Deſign of Satan, which he has 
ever had to baffle your good Inten- 
tions, and in which I fear theſe 
Methodiſts will be found greatly 
Aſſiſting, tho' I verily believe They 
8 . 
fa Service. 


happily begun to tread in the Paths 
C 


=_ -- 
Service. The Deſign is this; To 
put Novices and New Beginners i in 


the Spiritual Life, upon undertaking 


Severities more than they can bear, 


or greater than they can well go thro 
with ; with this Purpoſe you may 
be ſur re, that when they grow weary 
of them they may throw all Reli- 
gion aſide, together with their vo- 
luntary Uſages, as too burthenſome 
and not fit to be practiſel. 
In this Caſe, you may fee the 
crooked Windings of the old cun- 
ning Serpent ; He firſt ſcrews Per- 
ſons up to an Exceſs in Religion, 
and makes them, as the Royal 
Preacher expreſſes it, Righteous over- 
much, in order to deftroy themſelves ; 
to give them a thorough difliking 
of it, and at laſt to determine them 
to bid a final Adieu to it. 

Hence it is, You have found in 


: "I ſome of your own. Members, 


who in their youthful Days, have 
of 


(0) 
of Virtue, and yet, from the Unea- 
ſmeſs ariſing from an ignorant. Zeal 
and indiſcreet Conduct in Religion, 
have been tempted by the Devil 
with Succeſs, wholly to quit a pious 
Converſation, and ſometimes have 
fallen into the moſt vicious Courſes, 
to the great Scandal of all fincerely 
good Chriſtians and the Triumph 
of the Atheiſtical and Unbelievers. 
Believe me, our grand Adverfary 
never more glories 1 — ides himſelf, 
than in making Nl a Conqueſt, 
Let me here therefore, | to pre- 
vent his Deluſions, remind you of 
the . Parable our Saviour ſpake to 
the Scribes and Phariſees. 
Na Man, ſays he, putteth a Piece 
Fa new Garment upon am old, if 
 etherwiſe both the New inaketh a Rent, 
and the Piece that uus taken out of 
the Mew agreeth not with the Old; 
and no Man putteth new: Wine inte 
old Bottles, elſe' the neu Wine _ 3» 
| en de Bottles and be ſpilled, and | 


the 


_ tempt of your Brethren of another 


( a1) 
the Bottles will periſh ; but new Wine 
muſt be put into new Bottles, and 
both are preſerved : That is, as may 
be concluded from the Words of the 
Context; It is not at all convenient 
to enter young Chriſtians upon the 
ſtricteſt Courſe of Virtue all at once, 
but by Degrees, leſt They go back 
and walk no more with our Saviour, 
upon Account of the Severities of his 
Holy Religion: Tis much more pro- 
per to condeſeend to the Weakneſſes 
of new Beginners, and not preſently 
require of them religious Auſterities. 

However, if Any of. you are wil- 
ling to be more ſevere in your Be- 
haviour, than other pood Chriſtians 
think abſolutely neceſſary, take Care 
leaſt Satan Tempt you to Spiritual 
Pride on this Account, and a Con- 


Perſuaſion: In God's Name go on 
from ſtrengtb to firength, and perſe- 
vere to the End of your Journey in 
an honeft ani gond Heart, bringing 
9 1952. © 2 forth 
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forth Fruit with Patience, to Per- 
feion. 

But ſtill Wee I intreat you, 
that the Seed ſown, often falls upon 
a Rock, which as ſoon as it ſprings 
uß withers away, becauſe it lacketh 
Moiſture. 

Now in explaining the Parable 
of the Sower, our Saviour Himſelf 
has told us, They on the Rock, are 
They which 2.4 they hear receive 
Fray Word with Foy, — Theſe have 
10 Root, which a for a Time, 
and for a while Believe, and in the 
Time of Temptation fall away. 

Remember likewiſe what Jeſus 
faid to One, on another Occaſion, 
who ſeemingly with great Aﬀec- 
tion reſolved to follow Him, and 
become his Diſciple ; No Man ſays 
He, Having put bis Hand to the 
Plough, and looking back, is fit for 
ze Kingdom of God. 

I conclude all I have to fay at 
preſent, with that moſt excellent 

| Advice 


Advice of St. Peter, which I hope 
| will be duly conſidered by every 
„ One of Lou. q 

7» Ne therefore Beloved, ſeeing you 
Ss | know theſe Things before, Beware 
5 | leaft ye alſo being led away with the 
Error of the Wicked, fall from your 
e own Stedfaſineſs; but grow in Grace, 
if and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
e and Saviour Jeſus Chriff. Amen. 


2 

7 I am 

2, a 

2 Your faithful Friend, 
is to Serve You, 
1, 

p Triſtram Land. 
0 1 
2 P. S. I am very deſirous of get- 
„Vb ting rid of that load of Honour a 


certain good-natured Gentleman was 
it Pleaſed to fix upon me, of being the 
it. | Author of ſome late Remarks upon 
Xx s Mr . 


Nr. Uhitefield's Journal, addref'd |: 


Endeavours to point out the Faults | 
Wat NT A 
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to the Religious Societies; which I 1 
here declare I was no Way concern- * 
ed in, and ſhall only fay further, 
with Regard to that extraordinary | 
Performance, (which in the molt | 
ring Manner imaginable, ſhews 
the Man and his Communication, 
and by which it is plain He cannot 
be ende by the warmeſt-headed 
galer in the Kingdom) that it is 
thought by Moſt ſo very ſilly and 
finful, that even his greateſt Ad- 
mirers, of common Underſtanding, 
Might have been ſafely truſted with 
the Peruſal, without any one's kind 
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T is Pa mma reported, * 
ſeldom converſe with the Clergy 
the Church of Eng land, though 


You. are pleaſed to Viät Diſſenting 
Teachers, and often mix with the 
younger Part of the Laity of all 


Denominations: And indeed, if if the 


| Former 2 thoſe Reflections 
2 You have, caſt upon All of Them, 
1 withaut, any Diſtindtion, 3 in the Pre- 


face to your Sermon upon Repenera- 
tian; for any thing I know, You 
may — the Right. to ſhun ah 

ſee — ut 
e; Wha 


It r am not to expect 7 Fa- 
1 * of talking. with You. in 
| Private, 


Fi 


(16) 
Private, I take the Liberty, with all 
due reſpect and great plainneſs, to 
acquaint You in this Manner, with 


ſome very ill Conſequences Which | 


I think, muſt needs attend Your 
Writings and Conduct. 

And in the firſt Place, What if 
It ſhould appear, upon Examining 


Your Sermon, You have wholly 


miſtaken the main Subject of it; 


and in the Preface, injudiciouſly 1 


recommend to Us, Preaching on a 


Point; Which as ſtated by You, is 


directly oppoſite to the Doctrine of 


the Church Eſtabliſhed. 

This Sir, when proved, If you 
deſerve the Character generally be- 
ſtowed upon You, will require on 
Your Part, Confeſſion and Self-abaſe- 
ment „ and likewiſe. ſhew You 
a much better Reaſon than You 
have, I muſt fay with great want 
of Modeſty, hinted at, why © We 
don't treat upon Regeneration, - in 


chat Senſe You a are ſo fond of, but 


Which 
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| Which We know to be conttaty to 
| the Sound Mind of the Church of 
England, whole ſober Doctrine We 
are determin'd to maintain againſt 
all Enthuſiaſtical or Whi mſical 
Perſons. 

' Regeneration, or that New Birth 
Pres commences at the time of 
| Baptiſm, I am apt to believe, the 
Body of the People are as well in- 
ſtructed in as any other Chriſtian 
Doctrine, ſince "Tis fo clearly ex- 
preſſed, and ſo frequently repeated 
in our Office of Baptiſm, publick 

and private, in the Carechi/an, s 
the Order cf Confirmation, and alſo 

in the Articles, that He who runs 

4 may read,” and readily underſtand 


1. 
If Therefore You had thought 
fit to inſiſt upon and explain the 
1 New Birth, according to the Inten- 
. tion of the Church; in which You 
are at preſent a Teacher, I dare fay, 
No one of your Audience; how 
1 D numerous | 
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numerous ſoever, of common Under- 
ſtanding, wou'd have been ſo much 
alarmed at the Sound of the Word, 
as You imagine, Page 2, or cou d 


with Truth and Juſtice tell you, 


He had not ſo much as heard whe- 
ther there be Any ſuch Thing as 
Regeneration or no: But I confeſs 
in your Way of treating upon it in 
Print, and explaining of it to your 
en in Private, The People of 
the Eſtabliſhment may have good 
Reaſon to ask, What new Doctrine 


is this? and You ought not to be f 
offended if They go ſomewhat fur- 


ther, Crying out in their Surpriſe, 


What will This Babler ſay ? He 
ſeemeth to be a Setter-forth of ſome 


ftrange fanatical Opini 0718. 


I believe then as much as You do, ] 
Sir, that the Bulk of our People | 
are greatly unacquainted with your 


newly-revived Manner of handling 


this Subject, becauſe It was no way 4 
neceſſary They ſhou'd be taught 1o 
| to 
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to underſtand it, the CLERGY ap- 
3 | your Motion about it, 
bad been long ago exploded as 
Error and Monſenſe. 
But whilſt You have been thus 
engag d in miſleading the People, 
and filling their Heads with indi- 
© geſted Fancies, Why ſhou'd. It be 
thought improper that ſome prudent 
' Miniſters have refus'd you their 
| Pulpits, Diſapproving your Doc- 
trine, and not at all Pleas d with 
7 ſome of your Practices? | 
Four Friend A. B. (or even You 
pyourſelf, if You was the Author of 
the Letter prefixed to the Pam- 
phlet call'd the Oxford Methodifts). 
2} ſeems plainly to allow Theſe wor- 
thy Gentlemen can't fairly be con- 
demnd for their Refuſal, it any 
Thing You have faid or printed is 
4 contrary to Scripture, or the Doc- 
2 zrine of the Church of England; 
Why therefore is He or You Angry, 
or — muſt They be called Proud 
| D 2 and 
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and Ili-naturd, Envious and War- 


ro- minded, when tis certain They 
have denied you upon * A Per- 


ſuaſion? | 
They have indeed many more 
Reaſons than This to determine 


them; Such As your Rudeneſs to the 


whole Body of your Brethren. in 


your Preface ; your Reflections upon 
them upon ber Occaſions; the 
Contempt Vou bring upon our ex- 
cellent Liturgy; the Miſunderſtand- 
ings You create between the Paro- 
chial Clergy and their People; the 
Cauſeleſs Doubts and Scruples You 


raiſe in the Minds of ſome well-diſ- 


poſed -Chriſtians ; and the Encou- 
ragement You give to the Pradtice 
of Conventicling in ſeveral Parts of 
this City; But Theſe are not in- 
fiſted on, becauſe if You have contra- 
dicted the Do&r1ine- of the Church, 
That You muſt confeſs is alone fuf- 
ficient to free them from n 
an nd their Conduct. | 
But 


3 


All the Clergy 
+ Reaſon. as Some have done? 


CW) 


But perhaps it may be asked, if 


This upon a Trial ſhall be found 
clear and evident, How comes It to 
7 paſs, that our vigilant Biſhop ſhou'd 
2? overlook. a Delinquent, Who, not- 
i withſtanding your extraordinary 
Pretences, as a De 


Deacon, are not 
authoriſed to preach- at all withaut 
a Special Licence? and why don't 


refuſe for the lame 


Now here I don't dare wad 
every Cauſe of this Omiſſion; 


| I remember I juſt now found F ault 
with Lou for — without a 
Proper Commiſſion ) But- in general, 


You know tis uſual for a Number 
of Men to think often differently, 
and ſometimes very inoffenſively 
about the ſame Subject ; And in 
1 I reply to theſe Queſ- 

It may be, Amidſt a Multi- 
plkeit of — Buſineſs, Vour Caſe 
bas not yet been fully conſidered. by 


the Biſbop; Or, He may not chuſe 


to 


( 22 ) 
to act in an Affair where ee 
Clergy themſelves have full powe 

to prevent your Preaching en 
Him; You may be thought too in- 
conſiderable for publick Notice; 
Or, It may be judg'd unadviſeable 
to ſhew an open Diſlike, leſt your 


Movel $2, like moſt Others, ſhou'd 


increaſe by Oppoſition; Poſſibly 


your Sermon, tho of the Third 
Edition, may have been wholly diſ- 
regarded by moſt of the Superior 
Clergy; And probably your appa- 
rent Zeal, and the ſeeming Inno- 
cency of your Intentions, may. plead 
your Excuſe: with Many of great 


Candour and Moderation ; Or, great 


Allowances may-be made by them 


for the Weakneſs of a boyiſh Judg- 


ment; Or, laſtly, tis likely, Some 


Others, Who are Strangers to your 
innovating Doctrine and conven- 
zicling Practice, may in pity to the 
Poor admit you into their Pulpits, 
— it is readily granted this 

Winter 
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f Winter You have much ſerved. the 
2 Cauſe and Intereſt of Charity- 
3 Schools; But Theſe and Fi 


fty other 
Reaſons are of no Weight at all for 


your Preaching in thoſe Churches, 


where the Rectors have conſidered 


the evil Tendency of your Doctrine, 
and Who therefore have taken the 
> Liberty to ſatisfy their Conſciences. 


I come now Sir, to the chief De- 
ſign of this Epiſtle, and ſhall en- 
deavour to convince you, You have 
advanced Doctrine contrary to that 
of the Church of England; to 
which -purpoſe I have only time 
to. mention one remarkable Paſſage 
of your Sermon, Page 4, where 
You tell your Readers; If is 700 
plain beyond all Contradiftion, that 
comparatively but Few of thoſe - that 
are born of Water are born of the 
Spirit likewiſe ; or, to uſe another 
Scriptural Way of ſpeaking, Many 
of thoſe that are baptiſed with 

SN Water 
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Water are not effeftually at leaf 
beptiſed with the Holy Ghoſt, 
But Prithee Sir, ; Fa: now to 
theſe few following Places which I 
here ſet before you to confront your 
ill- grounded Aſſertion; and like- 
wie. thoſe other I refer to at the 
Bottom, * Which ought All of them 
ſome time ago coolly to have been 
_ conſidered, before publickly con- 
tradicted by One who has ſubſeribed 
our Articles and Liturgy. 
5 In the Office of Publick Baptiſm 
our Church teaches us this Leflon ; 
that Infants are bapriſed with NV. ater 
and the Holy Ghoſt; that at cus | 
zime They are baptiſed, They 
fantts ;fied } with the Holy G; oe 
| They coming 10 Holy Baptiſm re- 
ceide Remiffion of chair Sins by Spi- 
_ Rogeneration: ; Tor . fo 


| EY Se the Pall 0 the d Papal to 
Ofice ok Private Baptiſit, atid That of thoſe of 


per Years,. in 5 afechiſm; in the Otder of 
hs and the Articles, 2. 
God 
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God to give his Holy Spirit to ach 


3 Infants, that they may be born again; 


and that the Old Man may be [6 
buried in them that the Mew Man 


may be raiſed up in them; And 


after They are baptiſed, She declares 


them Regenerate, and gives hearty 


Thanks to God that 17 has pleaſed 
T hi: Ho ly Spiri Fs And in a Rubrick 


at the end of the Office, She fays 
upon this Preſumption; It is certain 
by God's Word that Children which 
are baptiſed, Dying before They com- 


nit actual Sin, are undoubtedly ſaved. 


All This, Sir, I take to be direct 
Evidence againſt You, not to be 
evaded by the Word Effectualiy, 
with which You thought proper to 
guard your Aſſertion; for certainly 
You muſt acknowledge if You allow 


Infant Baptiſm, and believe the 


16th Article, that Infants may be 


r of | baptiſed with the Holy Ghoſt 


effectually, tho afterwards, when 
| 9 They 
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They come to riper Years, for want 
of improving by their own Endea- 
vours, the Grace beſtowed upon 
them at the time of Baptiſm, They 
yy y fall into Sin: In the very ſame 

anner as any Diſtemper'd Perſon 
may receive an ęffectual Cure from 
his Ph yſician, tho after his Reco- 
very,. He may fall again. into the 
ſame or a worſe Diſtemper by his 
own male Practices. 

Indeed If Somewhat be wanting 
at Baptiſm on. the. part of . the Re- 
cipient, Which is a Caſe may hap- 
pen where a wicked adult Perſon 
comes to this Sacrament without 
Faith and Repentance ; Such an One 
may be baptiſed / -with Water, and 
yet. not receive the Spiritual Benefits 
of Baptiſm at that time offer d to 
Him; Whoſe Want of due Qualifi- 
cations may hinder the bleſſed 
Effects of this Ordinance, juſt as the 
notoriouſly Immoral Perſon may eat 


and drink the Bread and Wine, 
vd 1 1 without 
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maintain the Neceſſity 
$ Baptiſm; And Accordingly, 
Few excepted, All the Members of 
Jour Church were baptiſed in In- 


fancy; 


(27) 
without partaking of the Fruits of 
brift's Fal, in the other Sa- 


rament. 

But eh g to the Practice of 
our Church, This is a Caſe can 
rarely, I hope never happens; We 
of Infant 
Some 


What therefore I wou'd fain 
know . cou'd be wanting on their 
Part, at that Time, to hinder God's 
Grace in Baptiſm ? . 

When Infants grow up, "They 
may, as our Church ſays, Depart 
from Grace given, and fall into 
Sin; They may break their firſt 
Engagements, and ſo loſe their 
Right to. the Benefits of the Bap- 
ziſmal Covenant promiſed on God's 
Part; But in this Caſe, ' What is the 
Remedy. left them according to the 
Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land ? Why here the Church 
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fuppoſes They have alread 11 been 
Regenerate and Born again, and fo 
does not command them to be bap- 
tiſed or born again a Second time, 
for to be born more than once in a 
Spiritual Senſe, is juſt as impoſſible, 
as to be born twice in a Natural; 
but All that can be done in this 
Matter, is, to uſe the ſeveral Means 
of Grace that are ſtill afforded to- 
wards their Recovery and Amend- 
ment; or in one Word, as the 
Scripture expreſſes i it, They muſt be 
renewed again by Repentance. 

1 hope therefore You'll pleaſe to 
— your Practice, and no longer 
the Mereſſity of the New 

"7 if You better Ann the 
Nature and Commencement of it; 
for to tell Chriſtians They muſt be 
born again, Who in the ſoundeſt 
genſe were born again in their In- 
fancy, at leaft is a great Impro- 
priety ; And Beſides your Time 
will be much better ſpent, after 
- _ having 


| . 

having given ſo much juſt Occaſion 
den of Offence to your Brethren, if in- 
o Read of Regeneration, You inſiſt more 
ap- upon the Neceſſity of Amendment 


mc, ¶ and Repentance. 
ble, Perhaps, Sir, at another N 
al; tunity, I may make it my Buſineſs 


to point out ſome more Miſtakes in 
your Writings and Conduct, but if 
I ſhou'd not, I dare fay, You'll 
excuſe Ee 


Your humble Servan i t | 
Triftram Land. 


Ocker 18, 
1737. 
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